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Take Two: Retired Verizon executive B. Keith Fulton 
starts film production business with dollars, clout 
and legwork

By TAMMIE SMITH Richmond Times-Dispatch   Apr 26, 2019


Queon Martin takes a photograph of B. Keith Fulton for Fulton’s e-magazine Thurs. April 11, 2019.
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Two weeks ago in Atlanta on the set of the movie “Sweethearts,” Richmond resident B. 
Keith “BK” Fulton went from behind the scene to in front of the camera.
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“The director described the scene and what she needed. I did what I suspected a 
person would do under the circumstances,” said Fulton, a retired executive for Verizon 
Communications.

“Sweethearts” is the latest in a series of films Fulton’s 2-year-old startup company 
Soulidifly Productions is backing with dollars, clout and legwork.

Fulton is either executive producer or co-executive producer of the films, which tell the 
stories of multiethnic, multigenerational people across various segments of life, 
experiences and eras. He’s working with writer and director Lillian Lee to pitch 
“Sweethearts” to cable networks and streaming services as a potential series.

BK Fulton (left) observes on set in Atlanta during production of “Sweethearts,” a film from writer and 
director Lillian Lee. Fulton said his company and Lee partnered to do a film teaser and pitch the movie to 
networks, Netflix, HBO and Showtime.


Derek White Photography
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“Sweethearts is about four women from four walks of life who bond while working in a 
strip club,” Lee said.

She met Fulton at the Pan African Film and Arts Festival in Los Angeles in February. 
Soulidifly had two films in the festival — “1 Angry Black Man” and “Atone.” The “Atone” 
film was the closing night feature that included a post-film discussion with the cast and 
crew, including Fulton.

“What he has started is going to turn into something more than he can imagine,” 
predicted California-based Lee, who has worked as a script supervisor on the series 
“The Walking Dead: Red Machete” and has had acting roles in various TV and film 
projects.

“His heart is in it. All of the people he has helped, it will return tenfold,” Lee said.

★ ★ ★

Independent film company Soulidifly Productions produced or co-produced four feature-
length films in its first year, Fulton said.

He thinks that is a record for an independent startup. He has no intention of slowing the 
pace.

How the former executive for Verizon Communications got into film production, e-
magazine publishing, and authoring a children’s book series is a story of one man 
wanting to make a difference.

Fulton said he founded Soulidifly Productions to tell stories of achievers.
“When I looked at what was being produced, ‘Black Panther’ and ‘Hidden Figures’ 
weren’t the norm,” said Fulton, referring to two popular films released in 2018 and 2016, 
respectively, that feature black heroes and heroines.

“Instead, when you tell the stories of women and minorities, it’s often through a prism of 
sorrows, a deprivation narrative, domestic violence stories, ‘Boyz n the Hood’ stories, 
slavery stories. 
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Not that every story doesn’t have a right to be told, and stories of all kinds are important. 
But we’re saturated with that sort of narrative. What about the achievement narrative?” 
Fulton said.

B. Keith Fulton in Richmond, VA Thurs. April 11, 2019
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“There were some opportunities for me to tell some different kinds of stories with women 
and minorities as the heroes and folks across races working cooperatively, delivering 
something powerful, something inspirational,” Fulton said.

It makes a difference who is telling the story, too, he said. He cites the example of the 
Academy-Award winning 2018 film “Green Book” based on the life of classical and jazz 
pianist and composer Don Shirley.

“The real ‘Green Book’ is a survival guide,” said Fulton, referring to a resource book 
used by black travelers decades ago to find places to stay and eat in the segregated 
South.
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Queon Martin takes a photograph of B. Keith Fulton for Fulton’s e-magazine Thurs. April 11, 2019.
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The film tells the story of Shirley hiring Italian American Frank Vallelonga to drive him 
through the South on a concert tour in 1962. A scene in the film has Vallelonga gobbling 
a piece of Kentucky Fried Chicken and badgering Shirley to eat a chicken leg when 
Shirley says he has never had fried chicken.

It has been reported that some of Shirley’s family members have taken issue with some 
of the film’s characterizations, including the suggestion that Shirley was estranged from 
his family.

“The doctor spoke eight languages. He had three Ph.D.s. His father was a minister. 
Some white guy who drove you taught you about chicken? Come on. That’s why 
[Shirley’s] family was upset. It told the story in a way that didn’t really make it about the 
genius of the man,” Fulton said.
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Queon Martin takes a photograph of B. Keith Fulton for Fulton’s e-magazine Thurs. April 11, 2019.
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Fulton worked for Verizon Communications for 11 years as the company’s West Virginia 
president and then as vice president for its Mid-Atlantic region before he retired in 
2015, just before turning 50. Early retirement had been his plan for a long time.


“I spent my first 50 years doing what I was trained to do,” said Fulton, a Hampton 
native who graduated from Virginia Tech with a bachelor’s degree in 1989 and later 
earned a law degree from New York Law School.


“I feel like I have been assigned to spend the rest of my life doing what God made me 
to do,” he said. “That is to tell these stories, to mentor people, to connect with young 
people, to build pools that I will never swim in.


“That is the assignment that I have taken on.”


★ ★ ★
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Fulton said his goal is to produce at least 70 films.


Today’s media environment offers multiple ways to get new films to audiences, he said. 
Big studio backing is a definite plus, but it is no longer absolutely necessary.


The film “Atone,” starring Jaqueline Fleming, Stephen Farrelly and Columbus Short, 
can be rented on Vimeo video on demand service for $3.99 or Amazon Video for $4.99 
or purchased for $8.99 on Amazon.


“We are attacking this industry in a way that allows us with a relatively small team to 
find quality content, create quality content and distribute quality content,” Fulton said.


“In any given year, about 8,000 to 10,000 movies are made and only 2 to 4 percent of 
them get distribution,” Fulton said.


“We are working with aggregator companies like Distribber. They are known for doing 
independents. Gravitas Ventures is distributing ‘Atone.’ We have also created our own 
distribution service using the Vimeo platform. ‘River Runs Red’ was in theaters, and we 
expect ‘Hell on the Border’ to be in theaters. The fun thing about making movies at this 
point in history is that there are a lot of tools that didn’t exist for filmmakers five or six 
years ago,” he said.


Soulidifly’s emphasis is on movie production, but other products include SoulVision, a 
monthly e-magazine, and children’s book publishing.


The April cover story of SoulVision 
magazine has an interview with 
actor Malik Yoba, known for his 
starring role as New York police 
detective on the Fox drama “New 
York Undercover.”


Children’s book “Shauna” and the 
seven-book series “Mr. Business: 
The Adventures of Little BK” are in 
the pipeline. 


Fulton wrote “Shauna” about his 
sister Shauna, who was born with 
Rett syndrome. 


“Mr. Business” is about being a 
kid who is different.


https://www.amazon.com/Shauna-B-K-Fulton/dp/1949929043
https://squareup.com/store/owl-publishing-llc/item/mr-business-pre-order
https://squareup.com/store/owl-publishing-llc/item/mr-business-pre-order
https://squareup.com/store/owl-publishing-llc/item/mr-business-pre-order
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“It’s about a young African American kid who teaches kids to deal with challenges that 
all children face, from first day of school, to running from a bully, to dealing with being 
liked because you are the new kid, or other issues,” Fulton said.


★ ★ ★

At a sponsor reception before the The Richmond Forum on April 2, 2016. B. Keith Fulton, second from left, 
and Fulton’s wife, attorney Jacquelyn E. Stone, pose with historian Henry Louis Gates Jr., far left, and NFL 
football player Russell Wilson. Gates host of the PBS show “Finding Your Roots,” did a genealogical search 
of Wilson’s family background. Stone is on the board of The Richmond Forum.

THE RICHMOND FORUM


Fulton’s wife, attorney Jacquelyn E. Stone, said film production offers a way for her 
husband to inspire and motivate others to achieve their best lives.


“From the time I met BK, I could tell he was a poet and a storyteller,” said Stone, a 
partner at the Richmond-based McGuireWoods law firm.


“He has always been inspired by learning about people’s accomplishments. Those 
stories have really been instrumental in shaping the life he’s lived,” said Stone, a 
Harvard Law School graduate.
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They met seven years ago while both were volunteering at a United Negro College 
Fund event, and married five years ago with Stone’s father, Judge William T. Stone, 
officiating. The judge died in 2018.


Stone said Fulton is the “ultimate planner.”


“He is convinced you can invent your future. ... Write down the plans as a guide, then 
put in the work. He is very true to that approach,” she said.


For their wedding in Williamsburg, for instance, he wrote out a timeline to the exact 
minute of how things would flow, Stone said.


“It ran beautifully. It was quite incredible,” she said.


“When you look at the film company, he wrote down the project he wanted to develop. 
He identified the people he wanted to work with. He assembled his team. He is not one 
who just talks about things. He sets out to do what it is he wants to do and he 
accomplishes it,” she said.


They both share a faith, which helped them get through a health crisis Stone faced in 
2017. She had two brain aneurysms that were caused by arteriovenous malformations, 
or AVMs, tangles of blood vessels that often go undetected until they create problems. 
Doctors think people are born with them or they develop sporadically.


“I was extremely blessed and fortunate to have had a surgery that allowed me to 
recover,” Stone said.


Her husband was her advocate through that crisis, she said. They begin their mornings 
with a devotional.


“Every morning we read ‘The Daily Word.’ That is something we pull up on our phone,” 
Stone said.


Fulton also shares inspirational messages on social media. “When people wake up, it is 
there,” Stone said about his messages. “When he is a little late, he hears from his 
followers. People start their days with those words of encouragement and inspiration. It 
really is beautiful to see the impact.”


★ ★ ★
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Queon Martin took a photo of 53-year-old B. Keith “BK” Fulton earlier this month for Fulton’s e-
magazine. Martin is executive vice president of Fulton’s independent film company, Soulidifly 
Productions.
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Fulton is not one who normally seeks the limelight.


But his friends have advised him that a project like Soulidifly needs someone out front 
telling the story. And that someone is him.


Queon Martin relocated to Richmond from Brooklyn last year to work with Fulton and 
Soulidifly Productions. He publishes the online Carter Magazine, named for Black 
History Month founder Carter G. Woodson.


“We joke around at times because I see him as the Puff Daddy and I’m [late rapper] 
Notorious B.I.G. We complement each other,” said Martin, Soulidifly Productions’ 
executive vice president.


“He is a person who leaves it open to discussion. He does not feel he is the one who 
knows it all in the room,” Martin said.
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Writer and director Wes Miller said Fulton’s optimism has been a personal benefit.


“Making movies is difficult, and we were going through a tough period. He had the 
ability to uplift and motivate and encourage us beyond being executive producer, but 
just as a man, giving us confidence to keep driving and pushing,” said Miller, who is 
currently working on “Hell on the Border,” a historical film based on the life of Bass 
Reeves, a black deputy who escaped from slavery and became a lawman, credited 
with tracking down and arresting thousands of criminals.


“In the film space, there are not many African American executive producers and 
leaders,” Miller said.


“BK brings a combination of corporate leadership and success with him, in 
combination with a creative and hungry spirit. Because we are in such a hard industry, 
having somebody that you can pick up the phone ... and just hear those words of 
wisdom can just give you that little spark you need to get through the day,” Miller said.


Fulton pointed out that much of what he has accomplished is because of perseverance 
and purpose.


As a young man, he chose role models, people such as politician Ron Brown, business 
executive and political figure Vernon Jordan Jr., business executive Richard Parsons 
and investment banker Marianne Spraggins.


“Find the biographies of two to three people you respect. Find the common 
denominator in their lives,” said Fulton, noting that the people he looked up to had law 
degrees so that became one of his goals.


“Stay on course. Do the work,” he said. “Give yourself a chance at greatness.”




TLSmith@timesdispatch.com


(804) 649-6572


mailto:TLSmith@timesdispatch.com
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B. Keith "B.K." Fulton 

Title: founder, chairman and CEO of Soulidifly Productions LLC, a film-making and book and e-magazine 
publishing company founded in 2017


Age: 53


Residence: Richmond


Career:  Verizon Communications Inc., vice president of the Mid-Atlantic region (2010-2015), president of 
Verizon West Virginia (2007-2010) and vice president of strategic alliances (2004-2007); U.S. Department 
of Commerce senior policy analyst (2003-2004); AOL Time Warner Foundation vice president 
(2000-2003); and National Urban League, director of technology programs and policy office (1991-2000)


Education: juris doctorate from New York Law School, 1998; master’s in management and policy 
analysis, The New School in New York, 1991; Virginia Tech, bachelor's of arts, 1989; also holds 
certificates in corporate responsibility and management and policy from Harvard University

  

Family: wife, Jacquelyn E. Stone, partner at McGuireWoods law firm; two adult sons


Board affiliations: chairman of Ario LLC, an augmented reality productivity software company; and board 
member of TowneBank Richmond and Bon Secours Health System
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Other pursuits: led a team of developers that invented EZ Reader, a digital reading glasses app;  Fulton 
and his wife endowed in 2016 a scholarship at Virginia Tech to provide support to underrepresented 
undergraduate students majoring in science, technology, engineering, architecture or mathematics 
disciplines.


Soulidifly Productions LLC 

What: Richmond-based film production, e-magazine and book publishing company launched in 2017


Films:


• "Atone," written and directed by Wes Miller, released February 2019


• "River Runs Red," written and directed by Wes Miller, release November 2018


• "Love Dot Com," written and directed by Charneice Fox, in post production


• "1 Angry Black Man," written and directed by Menelek Lumumba, release planned for this fall


• "Hell on the Border," written and directed by Wes Miller, in post production


• "Sweethearts," written and directed by Lillian Lee, in production



